- CORPORAL WDGAR HUBBARD FRENMAN, son of Reve George We and Jennie
Freeman, was born at Centreville, Bibt County, Akabama, February 81,
1884, He came with his father to Shelby County, locating on a farm
near Underword-—then Dogwocd-——4in 16068, Here he tilled the soil for o
year, then came to Montevalle and had employment with George Krosll

a8 store clerk and livery stable manager, and subsegquently with Eromm
Bpos. Lumber Co. He was a bright-faced, jovial hoy, of loveable dis-
poeltion, attentive to duties, splendid in physique and character; one
‘who extended the glad hand to and won the esteem of all.

When the toesin of war sounded, he and his dbroather, John Isaac
Freeman, vetween whom a twin-llke attachuent has evar existed, wsrse
among the first in the community to velurtesr. They scught the rear-
ast enlistusnt station, at Bessemer, Alabama, June 24th, 1916, and
were assigned to the famous 4th Alsbama Regiuent at Montgomery. To-
gether they want to the Mexlcan barder; togetier they voluntseored for
the war against Germany, and togetlier they besame members-of Co. D,
187tk Infantry, which, as a part of the 43nd (Raindow) Division, won
inmperishable fame on the battle fieldas of France.

Rdgar, from the firet a lst class private, was moede corporal
in June, 1917, The brothers were in all the tests of endurance and
entered the front line trenchas with their rsgiment, on the 23nd day
of Pebruary, 1918, and were with it in three blondy bastles: Lorraine,
Champagne and Chatteau Thierry. The first Germans to be captured by
Americans without the aid of Allies, were brought in by Corporal Free-
man and four comrades, Sergta. Hall and West and Corpls' Whited and
Teske, for which they received each & Distinguished Servise Cross and
a Croix de Guerre. They met eleven Germans in Ko-Mads-Land, came te
band-to-hand combat with them, laft nine lying on the field, end
brought the othser twe in without a casualty amorg themsslves. On this
occcaglon Fresman shot one German locse from his grapple with Whited.
On ancther aocasion his agudd was accopparying an advance leading
agross a road down whioh the enemy's maching guns were itrainad. ¥Free=
wan nbserved that ths squads were belag mowed down a8 promptly a8 they
atepred into this highwsy of deatlhi. Exercising his native wit and
initiative, he saw that by manceuvre ths machine could be rushsd and
gllenced, and under lis direction thnis was promptly ac-omplished, when
his and the fellowing squads passed over in safety.

At the battls of o The 167th advanced under the mest ter—
rific and withering barrage that had, up to that time ever te:n pro=-
Jected. Corporal Fresman, passing up and down the trencies, atecdying
the men for the ordeal, was told that a shell had struck within a few
feet of his brother, and had blown hinm inte stoms. With sickened heart
he sought the spot. Imagine his relief and joy when he found his vroth-
er unimurt, standing valiantly at his post, rifle in hand, while the
shell, which failed to explode, almost buried, projected from the wall,
aardly six feat away.

In the advance at Chatteau Thierry, Corporal Frecuan, widle
ereaping forward through the underorush, was detscted by & machking
gunner, camouflaged in a tree, and became his target. e wus struck
~4n the vack and ssverely wounded, but managed %o drag hissslf irte a o
ditch where water was running, where a courade snon found him, and
with the eorporal's assistance loscated the German sunier and prouptly
plucked him off Lis perch with his rifie. As 1l ivetrating the sol-
dierly fertitude and unselfish characters of our goldiere, whils tie
sorporal wee being carried to the rear on a streteler, Ls saw one of
his men, Kirk Satterfield, of Huntsville, lying on the ground, fatally
woundeds Asainst the protest of this private, Corporal ¥raoman ordered
bls bearers te put him dewn and hurry Satterfield to the hospital, as
ne wos mors seversely wounded and required immediste attantien, while
fe, himsslf, could wait. His eomrads, bowever, died, sonn after reunch-
ing the field hospital. In the same baottle every mewber of Corporal
Freeman's ®squad except himself, was killed or mortallyv wounded. In the
same battle, also, his brother Isasg was seversly wounded Ly an sxplos—
ive shell which struck and shattered his hip. They were carried to dif-
ferent hnapitqls. and neither knew of the other's fate for nearly
threa;mnnthl, when information came to them from home. They reached
Amerilca in December, 1818, vy different ships, meeting shortly there-—
after in Atlanta, where Isaac wag 8till in the hospital. Corporal Free-



man was asszigned to the hospital at Camp MeClellan, whence he soon
obtained furlough to visit Montevalloes liere he waa received in a
manrer befit ing the return of a heros In apite of the night and
the snow soverad ground, he was met at the station by a delegation
of eitizens, including wost of the boye and girle of the town, and
was kept busy truning on his one cratceh to acknowledge the greetings
on every aide. Escortsd to the hotel, until far in the night he en-
tertained a charmed audience by relating his interesting and grusacae
sﬂanemea. Subsequently the citizens prescnted him with & beauti~

gold watch with an inscription of theidr appreciation of his dis-
timnhod services to lis country.

Ko later received kis honorable discherge, conditioned en

the fay rable progress of tha healing of his wound, and with the
privilege of re-entering the hospitals

On the triumphal return of the gloriocus 187th,.Corporal Free—
man was able to meed and parade with them in Birmingham and Montgom—
ery. At thie writing he has discarded all artifisial aid to locpiae-
tion, though he limps elightly, and is aweiting, while he mrka again
for Brown Eros., sssigment to an Army Vecational School.

Corporal Freeman is a splendid type of those valiant Ameri-
cans who acoomplished what they went te Hurape for in & manner bvecom—
ing the world's vest scidiers; who well deserve all the konors they
have or can receive, and the urfaltering admiration and dsvotion of
their countrymen.



